
FORGIVING OTHERS 
 

Why? 
 

Because that is the way of God. 

 Daniel 9:9 The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him; 

 

Luke 7:48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” (Luke 7:36-50 Sinful Woman anoints Jesus) 

 

Matthew 9:2b When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” 

Etc, etc 

 

Because God’s says to 

Luke 17:3-5 So watch yourselves. If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they 

repent, forgive them. Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you 

saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.” The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 

 

Matthew 18:21-22 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my 

brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, 

but seventy-seven times.  

 

Because we have been forgiven. 

Colossians 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 

someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

 

Ephesians 4:31-32 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every 

form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you. 

 

Luke 7:47-48 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But 

whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

 

Because if we don’t forgive, we can become bitter and cold; unforgiveness hurts us, not the other person. 

Matthew 24:10-13 At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 

and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, 

the love of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

 

Because otherwise we won’t be forgiven. 

Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will 

also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

 

Matthew 18:34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay 

back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother 

or sister from your heart. 

 

James 2:12-13 Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 

because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs 

over judgment. 

 

 

 



How? 
 

Remember how much more you have been forgiven. (More than how much this person has wronged you). 

 Matthew 18:21-35 Parable of Unmerciful servant,  

  

Release it to God; Tell God you are releasing them. Trust God to take care of it; He will make it right 

Psalm 43:1 Vindicate me, my God, and plead my cause against an unfaithful nation. Rescue me from 

those who are deceitful and wicked. 

 

Proverbs 20:22 Do not say, “I’ll pay you back for this wrong!” Wait for the Lord, and he will avenge 

you. 

 

Acknowledge the expectations you had for that person. Trust God to give you what you really needed. 

Psalm 73:25-26 Whom have I in heaven but you? And earth has nothing I desire besides you. My flesh 

and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

 

Remember what Jesus endured and find fellowship with Him in your mistreatment. 

Hebrews 12:2-3 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him 

he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider 

him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

 

Luke 23:33-35 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the 

criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know 

what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and 

the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, 

the Chosen One.” 

 

Tell yourself: “I have no right to hate this person,” remembering God cares even about the worst sinners. 

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is 

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

 

Realize there are reasons for the other person’s actions; try to be compassionate, understanding 

Colossians 3:12Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  

 

1 Peter 3:8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and 

humble. 

 

Overcome evil with good. Pray for blessing for the other person. Do good to them. 

Matthew 5:44-45 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may 

be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain 

on the righteous and the unrighteous. 

 

Romans 12:19-21 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 

written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, 

feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his 

head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Jesus gives us strength to do the impossible.  

Luke 17:6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 

‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you. 


