
Why are people completely 

submerged under water rather 

than sprinkled? 
Baptisms in the early church were 

performed in this manner. Our goal is 

simply to follow the Lord’s command  

by imitating the example He set. 
Mark 1:9-10 At that time Jesus came 

from Nazareth in Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10As 

Jesus was coming up out of the water… 
(Also: Matt 3:16; Acts 8:38) 

 

Baptism is symbolic of Christ’s death, 

burial, and resurrection. Submerging 

people into the water represents burial 

much better than sprinkling. 
Romans 6:3-4 Or don’t you know that 

all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4We were therefore buried with him 

through baptism into death in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead through the glory of the Father, 

we too may live a new life. 
 

 

What is the symbolism of 

baptism? 
It symbolizes Christ’s death and 

resurrection in our lives. Going into the 

water represents the death and burial. 

Coming out of the water represents our 

resurrected spiritual lives. 
Romans 6:3-4 Or don’t you know that all 

of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 4We were 

therefore buried with him through 

baptism into death in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, we too 

may live a new life. NIV 
 

Colossians 2:11-12 When you came to 

Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not 

by a physical procedure. It was a spiritual 

procedure — the cutting away of your 

sinful nature. 12For you were buried with 

Christ when you were baptized. And with 

him you were raised to a new life 

because you trusted the mighty power of 

God, who raised Christ from the dead. 

NLT  

 

It symbolizes the pledge of a good 

conscience toward God. 
1 Peter 3:21 …[Noah’s flood] water 

symbolizes baptism that now saves you 

also—not the removal of dirt from the 

body but the pledge of a good conscience 

toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ… NIV 
 

It doesn’t wash our sins away, but it 

does symbolize that. 
Acts 22:16 “Now why do you delay? Get 

up and be baptized, and wash away your 

sins, calling on His name.” NASU  
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Commonly asked  

Questions: 
 

Why do we have baptisms? 
To obey the Lord’s command: 

Matt 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit…” 
 

To follow the Lord’s example: 
Mark 1:9-10 At that time Jesus came 

from Nazareth in Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10As 

Jesus was coming up out of the water,  

he saw heaven being torn open and the 

Spirit descending on him like a dove.  
(Also Matthew 3:15-17; Luke 3:21-22) 

 

Do people have to be baptized 

to go to heaven? 
No, we are saved completely by faith in 

Christ. 
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life.” 

 

Ephesians 2:8,9 For it is by grace you 

have been saved, through faith— 

and this not from yourselves, it is the  

gift of God—9not by works, so that  

no one can boast. 
(Also 1 Cor. 1:17, Titus 3:5; Acts 16:31) 

 

Who should be baptized? 
Those who have placed their faith in 

Christ for their salvation should be 

baptized. Baptism is an expression of a 

person’s faith and obedience to Christ. It 

is not needed for salvation. Since this is 

the case, children can be baptized any 

time after they have placed their faith in 

Christ for salvation. 

 
Acts 2:41 Those who accepted his 

message were baptized, and about three 

thousand were added to their number 

that day. 
 

Acts 8:12,13 But when they believed 

Philip as he preached the good news of 

the kingdom of God and the name of 

Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 

men and women. 13Simon himself 

believed and was baptized…  

(See also Acts 10:47-48; Acts 18:8) 
 

When should believers be 

baptized? 
As soon as they have the opportunity! 

Acts 16:32,33 Then they spoke the word 

of the Lord to him and to all the others in 

his house. 33At that hour of the night the 

jailer took them and washed their 

wounds; then immediately he and all his 

family were baptized. 
 

Acts 9:17,18 “…the Lord—Jesus, who 

appeared to you on the road as you were 

coming here—has sent me so that you 

may see again and be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.” 18Immediately, something like 

scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could 

see again. He got up and was baptized. 
 

Where should you be baptized? 
It doesn’t have to be in a baptismal. 

People can be baptized in lakes, rivers, 

or anywhere there is enough water! 
Acts 8:35-38 …36As they traveled along 

the road, they came to some water and 

the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. 

Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” …Then 

both Philip and the eunuch went down 

into the water and Philip baptized him. 
 

John 3:23 Now John [the Baptist] also 

was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, 

because there was plenty of water, and 

people were constantly coming to be 

baptized. 

 

Mark 1:9 At that time Jesus…was 

baptized by John in the Jordan [River]. 
(See also: Matt 3:6,13; Mark 1:5,9) 

 

Who can baptize others? 
Baptism does not have to be performed 

by a pastor or priest. Instead, we, as 

believers, are to baptize others. The 

person being baptized can simply choose 

whom they would like to baptize them. 
Matt 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit…” 
 


