
Turn Back to God 
 

 

Jesus took Sin Very Seriously 

Matthew 18:6-9 But if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for 

him to have a large millstone hung around his neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea.  "Woe to the 

world because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man through whom 

they come!  If your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter 

life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire.  And if your eye 

causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two 

eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell. 

 

It is a gift from God to become aware of our sin 

Psalm 141:3-5 Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips.  Let not my heart be 

drawn to what is evil, to take part in wicked deeds with men who are evildoers; let me not eat of their delicacies.  

Let a righteous man strike me--it is a kindness; let him rebuke me--it is oil on my head. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 

John 16:7-8 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor 

[the Holy Spirit] will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  When he comes, he will convict the 

world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  

 

Repentance is the beginning of Salvation 

Acts 2:36-39 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Christ."  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 

apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"   Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The promise is 

for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 

 

Repentance is an ongoing part of following God 

Revelation 2-3 

 

Repentance often comes with emotion 

2 Corinthians 7:8-11 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it--I see 

that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while--yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but 

because your sorrow led you to repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed 

in any way by us.  Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly 

sorrow brings death.  See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear 

yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At 

every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter. 

 

Repentance comes with action 

 

 

 

 

Repentance is Life Giving not Defeating; It doesn’t beat us down but keeps us strong 

Acts 3:19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come 

from the Lord, 



Additional Verses for Study 

 

Hebrews 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and 

active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints 

and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 

the heart.  Nothing in all creation is hidden from 

God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare 

before the eyes of him to whom we must give 

account. 

 

Psalm 36:1-2 An oracle is within my heart 

concerning the sinfulness of the wicked: There is no 

fear of God before his eyes.  For in his own eyes he 

flatters himself too much to detect or hate his sin. 

 

Proverbs 15:31 He who listens to a life-giving 

rebuke will be at home among the wise.   

 

Luke 3:19-20 But when John rebuked Herod the 

tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother's wife, and 

all the other evil things he had done, Herod added 

this to them all: He locked John up in prison. 

 

Luke 17:1-4 Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that 

cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to 

that person through whom they come.  It would be 

better for him to be thrown into the sea with a 

millstone tied around his neck than for him to cause 

one of these little ones to sin.  So watch yourselves. 

"If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, 

forgive him.  If he sins against you seven times in a 

day, and seven times comes back to you and says, 'I 

repent,' forgive him." 

 

Matthew 5:29-30 If your right eye causes you to sin, 

gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to 

lose one part of your body than for your whole body 

to be thrown into hell.  And if your right hand 

causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is 

better for you to lose one part of your body than for 

your whole body to go into hell. 

 

John 5:13-14 The man who was healed had no idea 

who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the 

crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him at the 

temple and said to him, "See, you are well again. 

Stop sinning or something worse may happen to 

you." 

 

 

John 8:10-11 Jesus straightened up and asked her, 

"Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 

you?"   "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I 

condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave 

your life of sin." 
 

Revelation 2:4-5 [To the Church in Ephesus] Yet I 

hold this against you: You have forsaken your first 

love.  Remember the height from which you have 

fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If 

you do not repent, I will come to you and remove 

your lampstand from its place. 
 

Revelation 2:16 [To the Church in Pergamum] 

Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to 

you and will fight against them with the sword of 

my mouth. 
 

Revelation 2:21-22 [To the Church in Thyatira] I 

have given her time to repent of her immorality, but 

she is unwilling.   So I will cast her on a bed of 

suffering, and I will make those who commit 

adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent 

of her ways. 
 

Revelation 3:3 [To the Church in Sardis] 

Remember, therefore, what you have received and 

heard; obey it, and repent. But if you do not wake 

up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know 

at what time I will come to you. 
 

Revelation 3:17-20 [To the Church in Laodicea] 

You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do 

not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are 

wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  I counsel 

you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you 

can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you 

can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to 

put on your eyes, so you can see.   Those whom I 

love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and 

repent.  Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 

anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in and eat with him, and he with me.  
 

Matthew 5:4-8 Blessed are those who mourn, for 

they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for 

they will inherit the earth.  Blessed are those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled.  Blessed are the merciful, for they will be 

shown mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for 

they will see God. 

 

Ecclesiastes 7:2-6 


