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Don’t Just Pray 
The Story Hezekiah 

 
 
Hezekiah (2 Kings 18-20; 2 Chronicles 29-32; Isaiah 36-39) 

 Started off strong  
 Attacked by Sennacherib of Assyria 
 Illness / Shadow on the steps (2 Kings 20:1-11) 
 Showed Babylonians his riches 
 Built tunnel – 2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chron 32:30 

 
2 Chronicles 32:1 After all that Hezekiah had so faithfully done, Sennacherib king of Assyria came and invaded 
Judah. He laid siege to the fortified cities, thinking to conquer them for himself. NIV 
 

2 Chronicles 32:6-8 [Hezekiah] appointed military officers over the people and assembled them before him in 
the square at the city gate and encouraged them with these words: 7 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid 
or discouraged because of the king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater power with us 
than with him. 8 With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our 
battles.” And the people gained confidence from what Hezekiah the king of Judah said.  NIV 
 

2 Kings 18:26-27 Then [the Judean officials] said to the [Assyrian] field commander, “Please speak to your 
servants in Aramaic, since we understand it. Don’t speak to us in Hebrew in the hearing of the people on the 
wall.”  

27 But the commander replied, “Was it only to your master and you that my master sent me to say these 
things, and not to the people sitting on the wall—who, like you, will have to eat their own excrement and drink 
their own urine?” NIV 
 

2 Kings 19:1-4 When King Hezekiah heard this, he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and went into the 
temple of the Lord. 2 He sent Eliakim the palace administrator, Shebna the secretary and the leading priests, all 
wearing sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz. 3 They told him, “This is what Hezekiah says: This day is 
a day of distress and rebuke and disgrace, as when children come to the moment of birth and there is no strength 
to deliver them. 4 It may be that the Lord your God will hear all the words of the field commander, whom his 
master, the king of Assyria, has sent to ridicule the living God, and that he will rebuke him for the words the 
Lord your God has heard. Therefore pray for the remnant that still survives.” NIV 
 

2 Kings 19:5-7 When King Hezekiah’s officials came to Isaiah, 6 Isaiah said to them, “Tell your master, ‘This is 
what the Lord says: Do not be afraid of what you have heard—those words with which the underlings of the 
king of Assyria have blasphemed me. 7 Listen! When he hears a certain report, I will make him want to return to 
his own country, and there I will have him cut down with the sword.’” NIV 
 

2 Kings 19:14-19 Hezekiah received the letter from the messengers and read it. Then he went up to the temple 
of the Lord and spread it out before the Lord. 15 And Hezekiah prayed to the Lord: “Lord, the God of Israel, 
enthroned between the cherubim, you alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven 
and earth. 16 Give ear, Lord, and hear; open your eyes, Lord, and see; listen to the words Sennacherib has sent to 
ridicule the living God. 

17 “It is true, Lord, that the Assyrian kings have laid waste these nations and their lands. 18 They have thrown 
their gods into the fire and destroyed them, for they were not gods but only wood and stone, fashioned by 
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human hands. 19 Now, Lord our God, deliver us from his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know 
that you alone, Lord, are God.” NIV 
 
2 Kings 19:35-37 That night the angel of the Lord went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand 
in the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies! 36 So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed there. 

37 One day, while he was worshiping in the temple of his god Nisrok, his sons… killed him with the sword, 
and they escaped to the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son succeeded him as king. NIV 
 
 
Lessons: 
Don’t just pray… don’t have the attitude of unbelief. 

James 1:5-7 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because 
the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not 
expect to receive anything from the Lord. NIV 
 
“You shouldn’t expect to receive anything from the Lord if you are not expecting to receive anything 
from the Lord.” 
 

Don’t just pray… don’t just pray without expecting a response. 
Some of the ways God worked with the kings of Judah: 
 

 Asa   - Go to battle with God’s help 

 Jehoshaphat   - Go out to battle 

 Hezekiah   - Go to sleep  

 

Isaiah 38:4-5 Then the word of the Lord came to Isaiah: 5 “Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘This is what the Lord, 
the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will add fifteen years 
to your life.” NIV 
 
Isaiah 38:21 Isaiah had said, “Prepare a poultice of figs and apply it to the boil, and he will recover.” NIV 
 

Don’t just pray… pray with others. 
2 Chronicles 32:20-21 King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah son of Amoz cried out in prayer to heaven 
about this. 21 And the Lord sent an angel, who annihilated all the fighting men… NIV 
 
Matthew 18:19-21 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, 
it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I 
with them.” NIV 
 
James 5:14-16 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and 
anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person 
well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your 
sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective. NIV 

 


