
How to Have a Good Friendship and Be a Good Friend 

• Be loyal (Proverbs 18:24b NIV – “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”)  

• Care about them (Luke 9:48b LB – “Your care for others is the measure of your greatness.”) 

• Don’t gossip (Proverbs 16:28b NIV – “A gossip separates close friends.”) 

• Be kind (1 Thessalonians 5:15b NIV – “But always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.”) 

• Defend and help each other (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 NIV84 – “Two are better than one, because they 

have a better return for their work. If one falls down, his friend can help him up…Though one may be 

overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”) 

• Look for opportunities to serve without complaining or grumbling (1 Peter 4:9 NIV – 

“Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”) 

• Love selflessly, sacrificially, and at all times (1 Peter 4:8 and Proverbs 17:17 NIV –  

“Above all, love each other deeply…” “A friend loves at all times…”) 

• Be generous with your time, money and resources (2 Corinthians 9:6-7 NIV  

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and whoever sows generously  

will reap generously.  Each of you should give what you have decide in your heart to give…”) 

• Help them point to God (1 Samuel 23:16 NIV – “And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David  

at Horesh and helped him find strength in God.”) 

• Be encouraging and build each other up (1 Thessalonians 5:11 NIV – “Therefore encourage 

one another and build each other up…”) 

• Meet them where they are at in life (Romans 12:15 NIV – “Rejoice with those who rejoice  

and mourn with those who mourn.”) 

• Take your time in choosing friends, don’t rush in (Proverbs 12:26 NIV and 13:20 ESV – 

“The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  
“Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.”)  

• Make sure you are both headed toward the same goal of loving and obeying Jesus 
(Hebrews 10:24 NIV – And let us consider how we may spur one another on to love and good deeds.”) 

• Have fun and laugh together, but don’t have fun be the main reason you are friends 

• Spend time together (Hebrews 10:25 NIV – “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in 

the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”) 

• Look for someone with a kindred heart (1 Samuel 18:1 NIV – “After David had finished 

speaking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself.”) 

• Be vulnerable with your life and struggles; Be real (James 5:16 NIV – “Therefore  

confess your sins to one another and pray for each other so that you may be healed.”) 

• Be careful trusting one another, Trust God (Psalm 118:8 and Jeremiah 17:7-8 ESV –  

“It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man;” “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, 

whose trust is the LORD. He is like a tree planted by the water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and 

does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green…and does not cease to bear fruit”) 

• Be united (Psalm 133:1,3b NIV – “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in 

unity…For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.”) 

• Forgive and bear with each other (Colossians 3:13 NIV – “Bear with each other and forgive 

whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”) 

• Be humble and patient (Ephesians 4:2 NIV – “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient...”) 


