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Jesus Loves the Messed-up People 
 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish  

but have eternal life.” 

 

Ephesians 3:17-19 … And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to 

grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge —  

that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  

 

John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 

 

Psalms 108:4 For great is your love, higher than the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  

 

Sinful Woman 
Luke 7:39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet,  

he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

 

Luke 7:44-47 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did 

not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, 

but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured 

perfume on my feet… 

 

Rich Young Ruler 
Mark 10:21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

 

Lazarus, Mary, and Martha 
John 11:3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
 

John 11:5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
 

John 11:36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 

 

Judas 
[Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet] 

John 13:1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this world  

and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

 

John 
Luke 9:53-54 …“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?”… 

 

John 13:23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 

 

1 John 3:1a See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!  

 

Peter 
John 21:17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third 

time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 

 

Paul 
1 Timothy 1:15-16 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—

of whom I [, Paul,] am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus 

might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 
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Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I [, Paul,] no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  

The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

His Enemies 
Matthew 5:43-45 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you,  

love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven.  

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 

 

Others 
• Woman at the well – John 4 

• Woman caught in the act of adultery – John 8 

• Leprous man Jesus touched – Matthew 8 

• Tax collectors and sinners - Matthew 9:10-13 

 

Us 
Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

Romans 8:31-39 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did 

not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 
33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who 

condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 

interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 

nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death 

nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Ephesians 1:4-5 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.  

In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 
 

Ephesians 2:4-5 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ  

even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
 

Ephesians 5:1-2 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of love,  

just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

1 Thessalonians 1:4 For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace  

gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 
 

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  

And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 
 

1 John 4:9-10 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 

through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
 

1 John 4:19 We love because he first loved us. 
 

Revelation 1:5b-6 …To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be  

a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

Revelation 3:9 I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are not,  

but are liars—I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have loved you. 


