
Loving Well: 
Addressing Offenses 

 

Matthew 18:15-22 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their 

fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won 

them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, 

so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or 

three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and 

if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a 

pagan or a tax collector. 

18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 

anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 
20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 

forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven 

times. 

Jesus’ framework for addressing offenses: 

 

1. Go talk to the person individually. 
   if they won’t listen: 

2. Get one or two others and go talk to them. 
  if they won’t listen: 

3. Tell the church. 
  if they won’t listen: 

4. Treat them as you would an unbeliever or a “bad person.” 

 

Forgive 
 

 The goal: to maintain healthy relationship by listening  
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