
Too Smart for God? 
 

1 Corinthians 2  And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come with 

eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 
2 

For I resolved to know 

nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
3 

I came to you in weakness with 

great fear and trembling. 
4 

My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, 

but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 
5 

so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, 

but on God’s power.   
6 
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this 

age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 
7 

No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery 

that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 
8 

None of the rulers of this 

age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
9 

However, as it is 

written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”— the 

things God has prepared for those who love him—
10 

these are the things God has revealed to us by his 

Spirit. 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 
11 

For who knows a person’s 

thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God 

except the Spirit of God. 
12 

What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 

from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. 
13 

This is what we speak, not in 

words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with 

Spirit-taught words. 
14 

The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the 

Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned 

only through the Spirit. 
15 

The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a 

person is not subject to merely human judgments, 
16 

for,  “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as 

to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

 

 

God’s Secret Wisdom 

Is a gift, not achieved by our effort or merit (v.12) 

Is revealed by the Spirit (10, 13) 

Is a mystery (7), 

Is beyond what any mind has conceived (9, 14) 

Is not limited by our point of view (10, 15) 

Brings glory (7) 

Is not Information but Power (4, 5) 

2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in 

jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 

power is from God and not from us. 

In God’s wisdom He takes lowly humans and 

transforms them; 

 

Worldly (Human) Wisdom 
 

Produces arguments, divisions, and pride;   

(God’s wisdom produces humility and unity) 

 

(James 3:17) 

 

Is acquired through Reason, Hard Work, and  

      Persuasion 

 

Is only as big as our point of view 

 



 

How can we attain True Wisdom? 

 
 Fear the LORD 

 

Proverbs 9:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and 

knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 

 

Proverbs 3: 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil.  

 

 

Humble ourselves 

 Humble Thoughts 

2 Corinthians 3:5-6  Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything 

for ourselves, but our competence comes from God.  He has made us competent 

as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 

kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

 

Isaiah 55:8-9“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways,” declares the Lord.  “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

 

Matthew 11:25  At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 

revealed them to little children. 

 

Because wisdom is a gift: ASK 

James 1:5-6  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you 

ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave 

of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 

 

 Let God transform us 

1 Corinthians 2:2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except 

Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

                                     

 


